
 

NCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

11:00-12:00 AM (Central Time), Thursday, Sept. 29, 2016 
 

Call in Number: 712-432-0460, access code 341085 
 

 
1.  Call to order (David Mushet): 11:03 
 
2.  Determination of quorum by Secretary-Treasurer (Jessica Ackerman): Identified that a 
quorum was present 
 
Board Members Present: 
Liz, Karen, Joy, Casey, Dave, Arnold 
 
3.  Acceptance of Minutes from June 1st, 2016 NCC Meeting in Corpus Christi (Jessica 
Ackerman): Minutes were not ready. Will be distributed with a vote to accept at next meeting 
 
4.  Financial report by Secretary-Treasurer (Jessica Ackerman): Nothing to report 
 
5.  Standing Committee Reports 
 a)  Membership Committee (Jessica Ackerman): Nothing to report 
 b)  Program Committee (Julie Nieset):  
Dave provided an overview of program committee report in lieu of Julie’s attendance. Talked 
about Ohio meeting.  
 c)  Nominations Committee (Arnold van der Valk)  
Later in the winter will be issuing a call for nominations for secretary-treasurer, president-elect, 
student representative, and board positions. Liz asked about retention of the board positions. 
Dave brings up off-cycling in the past. Jessie asked about changing by-laws to make the 
Secretary-treasurer position into separate positions. Dave says we’ll discuss in new business. 
 d)  Grants and Awards Committee (Karen Mangan): No SWS students attended regional 
meeting, $520 left over money from last year’s budget.  
 
6.  Old Business 
 a)  ND State Representative – Marinus Otte introduced as new ND state representative 
  
7.  New Business 
 a)  Review of 2017 Proposed Budget – still more money going out than coming in. 
Income primarily just from chapter dues (which are up, so good!). Need to consider fundraising  
 b)  SWS Multicultural Program Chapter Support Request – Dave reads letter. SWAMMP 
gets the same amount of money no matter on our support. Dave proposes not supporting this year 
given current deficit budget. Liz seconded motion, which passed unanimously. 
 c)  Proposal to Pay Membership Costs of Students (10) Attending Ohio Meeting 



Dave makes a motion to propose yes. Liz seconds. Joy suggests we ask the students if they are 
interested in the membership. Will add a $500 line item to the budget for “student support,” to 
replace the student travel line item.  
            d)  2017 Elections – discussed above 
 e) Splitting Secretary-Treasurer position – would take a revision to the by-laws, but 
enough time to complete if wanted. Dave makes a motion to split. Jessie seconds it. Goes to vote 
to change bylaws. Everyone agrees, no one opposes.  
  
Arnold suggests “beating the bush” on a 2017-chapter meeting area. Joy suggests Indy. Arnold 
suggests Madison or Minneapolis. Dave suggests Joy helping him with sites for 2017 regional 
meeting. Nailed down location by Jan.  
 
Jessie will get budget revision back to Dave by tomorrow. Out to group next week for a final 
vote to approve.  
  
8.  Meeting Adjournment 11:59am 
 
 
 



SWS-NCC Business Meeting 
Program Committee Report 

Submitted by Julie Nieset 
September 29, 2016 

 

Program Promotion and Events 
 SWS-NCC had displays and representation at Wisconsin Wetlands Association 

conference (WWA) (Feb 2016) and at our SWS-NCC and Ohio Wetland Association 
(OWA) joint annual meeting (September 2016).   
 

 There were 59 participants at our joint annual meeting “Wetland Summit” held in NE 
Ohio this year, nine of whom were students who received full scholarships to attend.  
See attached program guide of the event (created by Delores Cole of OWA).  Wetland 
summit sponsors and collaborators included: The University of Akron, Cardno-JFNew, 
Central Michigan University Institute for Great Lakes Research, The Nature Conservancy, 
Bath Township, National Park Service, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, and the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History.  
 

 SWS-NCC continued to provide financial support to WWA conference, research and 
travel support to students and the SWS Undergraduate Student Mentoring Program.  

 

SWS Wetland Treasure (WT) Program 
 The initial phase of the WT Program was unveiled end of April 2016 to start receiving 

applications for nominating WT’s. We have been receiving applications since this time. 
We are looking to post the successfully nominated wetlands, formally announce the 
website and this first set of WT’s sometime this fall 2016 or early 2017.  We will then 
start the next phase of soliciting nominations. 

 

 The states in our region where we have not received any applications are SD, IA, and MI. 
Know that there have been numerous contacts with state and other agencies and SWS 
members in attempts to elicit applications from these states.  We still have a bit of time 
to get Wetland Treasures from these states nominated for this initial phase if acted on 
rather quickly.  If you are familiar with wetlands in these states please nominate a 
wetland.  Likely it will not take more than a couple of hours for sites that you have 
photos for and are fairly knowledgeable about.   

 

 For the past year (and currently) the Wetland Treasures Regional Coordinator for our 
Chapter is Julie Nieset.  She was recently offered the option to step into the SWS 
Wetland Treasures Co-Chair position for our SWS organization as a whole.  It would 
mean though that someone else from our Board would need to fill our Chapter’s 
Regional Coordinator role.  This involves ongoing coordination with reviewer members 
from each of the ten states in our chapter to review applications of submitted Wetland 
Treasures, solicitation for others to submit applications, as well as ongoing coordination 
and assistance with the nomination process with site managers. This position could be 
done jointly (perhaps with a non-board member), and the current coordinator 
recommends having multiple people involved in this, due to the size of our NCC.  
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