European Chapter Business Meeting
Saturday 23rd May 2009
Venue: Bildungszentrum Erkner, Erkner, near Berlin, Germany
Present: the SWS board comprised Jan Vymazal (President), Rob McInnes (Past-President) and Chris Joyce (Secretary), and there were 21 other attendees
MINUTES
1.
Call to Order

The meeting was opened at 8.30am.

2.
Welcome and Introductions

JV welcomed everyone to the business meeting and introduced the board, explaining that the treasurer (Tom Headley) could not attend due to work commitments in Jordan.
3.
President’s report

JV highlighted the successful 3rd meeting of the SWS European chapter in 2008, which had attracted approximately 50 people from 14 countries to Estonia.  The SWS meeting in 2008 in Washington had been attended by 400-500 delegates.  The next SWS meeting will be in June 2009 in Wisconsin, and the meeting in 2010 would be in Salt Lake City.  The European chapter would host the full SWS meeting in 2011 in Prague as a joint conference with 4th Wetpol meeting. 

4.
Secretary’s report

CJ reported that the new SWS European chapter web site would be used to disseminate information to the members.  This would include archive programmes and reports, and the minutes of this meeting.

5.
Treasurer’s report

JV and RM noted that the chapter accounts were healthy, but that increasing membership numbers would result in more income.

6.
Business items
i.
Publication from the 4th Annual meeting

Dominik Zak and Jorg Gelbracht, organisers of the 4th SWS European chapter meeting, announced that the journal Hydrobiologia had offered to publish papers from the meeting.  Dominik and Jorg would be contacting delegates via email in due course to provide further details, including deadlines.
ii.
Venue for the 5th Annual meeting

JV requested offers of suitable venues for future SWS European chapter meetings.  Suggestions came for meetings in Israel, Ireland, and Denmark.  After some discussion, it was decided to pursue Rory Harrington’s offer of Ireland as the location for the next meeting in May 2010.  The venue was set to be Prague in September 2011, as the European chapter would be hosting the full SWS meeting.  For 2012, a meeting in Denmark was considered a viable option.  A meeting in Israel was also considered a possibility, perhaps in addition to the above in winter 2010/2011, but this was partly dependent upon whether Israel was included within the European chapter remit.  ACTION: RM to check the status of Israel as a European chapter member.    
iii. Website and webmaster

JV reported that the new SWS website was now operational and was hosted under the central SWS website.  He asked those present for ideas about suitable content as the website develops.  Suggestions included: a calendar of events; links to publications; articles; information on different wetland types; links to wetland projects; jobs and PhD opportunities; a wetlands database; a pdf of the SWS leaflet translated to as many as possible European languages; and a list of regional links within Europe as points of contact.  
It was agreed that any information sent to the website would first be scrutinised by a member of the Board to ensure that it is appropriate.  It was noted that the amount of information to be managed for the website was potentially large and that the webmaster may value additional support.  CJ noted that the former SWS Europe web pages were still available and should be closed.

ACTION: CJ to contact the webmaster (Jose O’Brien) to upload relevant archive information and establish the type of support she needs.  RM/JV to contact Chris Freeman and ask if the old SWS Europe web pages can be removed.

iv. Membership

JV highlighted the limited number of SWS members attending the conference in Erkner, and the limited number of delegates who were members.  He outlined the benefits of joining the SWS.  RM described how SWS hoped to become a truly international organisation and how it supported early career wetland scientists.  

ACTION: JV to send an email publicising the benefits of SWS membership to European wetland scientists, using a database of email addresses compiled from meeting lists.    

v. Ramsar award

RM reported the recent lifetime achievement award given to Dr Jan Květ from Ramsar and, on behalf of SWS Europe, warmly congratulated him for a very well-deserved award and his support of the European chapter.

7.
AOB

- the idea of regional contact for wetland information was again discussed, and several delegates offered to support this initiative: Dominik Zak (Germany), Kaisa Heikkinen (Finland), Pascal Demeziere (France), Matthew Cochran (Denmark), Isabella Mina (Portugal), Martijn Antheunisse (to investigate the Netherlands), CJ or RM (UK).
- RM suggested that translating the SWS leaflet, which was currently only available in English, would be helpful in broadening our membership base.  Several delegates offered to help translate the leaflet.

- JV asked whether SWS was an advisor to Ramsar and RM replied that it had international observer status.  It was involved with Ramsar in potentially disseminating Ramsar information and providing reliable wetland scientists for local information.  It was noted that links to Ramsar should be put onto the SWS Europe website. 

8. 
Date of next meeting
This was due to be held in May 2010 in Ireland.
The meeting closed at 10am.

