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2007 NWA winners announced

For immediate release: March 06, 2007

Six Wetland Stewards Win 2007 National Wetlands Awards

Washington, DC – Six citizens have been recognized nationally for their on-the-ground wetland conservation 
efforts and decades-long dedication to protecting these important natural resources.  A diverse panel of wetland 
experts assembled at the Environmental Law Institute (ELI) earlier this month to select the winners of the 2007 
National Wetlands Awards.  

This year’s Award winners hail from all regions of the country and exemplify the extraordinary commitment 
and innovation that is so instrumental to conserving wetlands in the Nation’s communities. 

“These wetland champions are restoring and protecting one of America’s greatest natural assets through 
education, conservation, and dedication,” said Benjamin H. Grumbles, EPA’s Assistant Administrator for 
Water. “These profiles, both in courage and in stewardship, show us all how to meet the President’s national 
goal of increasing, not simply maintaining, the quantity and quality of our wetlands.”
 
The 2007 awardees are:  
 
The Brockway Family, an Iowan family that has enhanced and restored over 250 acres of wetlands on their 
land;  
 
Jeanne Christie, a national leader in the development of local, state and national wetland programs; 

Paul Keddy, a wetland ecologist and professor at Southeastern Louisiana University who has developed 
strategic plans for scientific wetland restoration;  
 
Jeff Nania, who as director of the Wisconsin Waterfowl Association has led the restoration of thousands of 
acres of wetlands;

Lynda Saul, Wetlands Program Manager at the Montana Department of Environmental Quality who 
established the Montana Wetlands Council with over 400 members state-wide;
 
Alice Wellford, a wetlands advocate and community organizer based in Richmond, Virginia;  
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2007 Winners announced continued

Collectively, the award winners have conserved thousands of wetland acres and have mobilized hundreds of 
other individuals to contribute to wetland conservation.  In May, they will take a well-deserved break from 
their efforts to receive their awards at a ceremony on Capitol Hill.  

“We look forward to meeting the winners of this year’s awards and honoring them for their extraordinary 
achievements in wetland conservation,” said Dr. Bill Hogarth, Assistant Administrator, NOAA National 
Marine Fisheries Service.  “We are proud to support ELI’s National Wetland Awards recognizing these 
individuals for their contributions to society and the aquatic environment.  Healthy wetlands and ecosystems 
are vital to our nation’s recreational and commercial fish and shellfish fisheries, and other living marine 
resources.”

Program co-sponsors—the Environmental Law Institute, U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA Forest Service, USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Federal Highway Administration, and NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service—hope 
that recognizing wetland leaders for their efforts will inspire others to follow their example.  Given the national 
importance of wetlands, the federal agencies that sponsor the awards welcome the opportunity to recognize 
and encourage voluntary wetland conservation efforts.  

“Wetlands provide a vital link between our land and water resources, supplying a wide variety of ecological 
functions.  The Forest Service is proud to support the National Wetland Awards program and to recognize the 
extraordinary work of the award recipients,” commented Abigail R. Kimbell, Chief of USDA Forest Service.

The winners of the National Wetlands Awards demonstrate how citizens and communities can—and do—make 
a difference. Arlen Lancaster, Chief of USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, stated, “Thanks to 
the partnership, commitment and hard work of the 2007 National Wetlands Award winners, NRCS has helped 
restore, improve, or protect nearly 888,000 wetland acres since the President announced the National Wetlands 
Initiative in April 2004.  We are well on our way to achieving the President’s goal of three million acres of the 
nation’s wetlands restored, improved, and protected by 2009.”
 
“Wetlands provide optimum migrating, wintering, and breeding habitat for waterfowl, shorebirds, wading birds 
and other wetland dependent wildlife species, as well as essential habitat for many neo-tropical birds.  What 
we do for conservation today is important. What we do for conservation tomorrow is vital,” said H. Dale Hall, 
Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.    

*****
For more information on the National Wetlands Awards Program, the 2007 awardees, or the May awards 
ceremony, please contact Jared Thompson at the Environmental Law Institute at (202) 939-3247 or 
wetlandsawards@eli.org.  Information is also available online at www.nationalwetlandsawards.org. 
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2007 National Wetlands Awards Winners
 
AWARD FOR EDUCATION & OUTREACH
Jeanne Christie, Windham, Maine
Ms. Christie, Executive Director of the Association of State Wetland Managers, has provided national leadership in the development 
of local, state, and national wetland programs for more than twenty years.  Her recent activities include planning, organizing, and 
conducting ASWM’s symposia and workshops and actively assisting local, state, and tribal wetland managers as they develop and 
improve their programs.  Ms. Christie also coordinates local and state responses to proposed federal legislation and policy revisions.  

AWARD FOR SCIENCE RESEARCH
Paul Keddy, Hammond, Louisiana
Dr. Keddy, a wetland ecologist and professor at Southeastern Louisiana University, maintains a vigorous research program that has 
developed strategic plans for scientific wetland restoration based on plant-traits and assembly rules, which he has implemented in 
the Ottawa and Mississippi River flood plains.  His scientific interests include understanding plant competition along environmental 
gradients, linking plant functional traits to community composition, and defining and testing assembly rules as a foundation for 
community ecology.

AWARD FOR CONSERVATION & RESTORATION
Jeff Nania, Portage, Wisconsin
As the current Executive Director and former Restoration Project Director for the Wisconsin Waterfowl Association, Mr. Nania has 
led the restoration of thousands of acres of wetlands in Wisconsin.  He helped pioneer the practice of “historic restoration,” in which 
he seeks to completely reverse all impacts at a restoration site.  Since 1992, Mr. Nania has educated hundreds of landowners and 
wetland professionals about wetland restoration practices, involved thousands of school children in restoration activities, and worked 
with elected officials to advance wetland conservation legislation at the state level.

AWARD FOR LANDOWNER STEWARDSHIP
The Brockway Family, Burlington, Iowa
In 2000, Mark and Terry Brockway purchased over 1,500 acres of bottomland at the confluence of the Skunk and Mississippi Rivers 
in Iowa.  The Brockway brothers have restored and enhanced 250 acres of wetlands on the property and set aside over 300 acres as 
a permanent refuge.  Local Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts help maintain approximately 250 wood-duck nesting boxes on the property.  
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service estimate that over 30,000 migrating waterfowl utilized the area in 2003.  

AWARD FOR STATE, TRIBAL, & LOCAL PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
Lynda Saul, Helena, Montana
Since 1997, Ms. Saul, Wetland Program Manager for the Montana Department of Environmental Quality, has actively pursued U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency grants to increase state and local capacity to protect and better manage wetlands. She spearheaded 
development of a 10-year Comprehensive Wetland Strategy in 1997, and established a Wetland Council (with over 400 members) 
to share wetlands research, exchange information, create partnerships, and promote cooperative wetland management. The Council 
meets three times a year and includes state, local, tribal and federal agency personnel, landowners, scientists, land trust staff and 
consultants from across the state. Ms. Saul was also instrumental in starting a voluntary, incentive-based Wetlands Legacy Program, 
which has conserved over 250,000 acres of wetlands, riparian areas and associated uplands.

AWARD FOR WETLAND COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
Alice Wellford, Richmond, Virginia
Ms. Wellford organized the Rappahannock Phragmites Action Committee and led this partnership in controlling hundreds of acres 
of this invasive plant. She has led field trips for students in her marshes, and has given presentations to schools groups and others 
to highlight the habitat value of our freshwater tidal marsh system. Ms. Wellford and her husband have also donated permanent 
conservation easements on over 1100 acres of riverfront property, including over 600 acres of wetlands.

ELI is an independent, non-profit research and educational organization based in Washington, DC. The Institute serves the environmental profession in business, 
government, the private bar, public interest organizations, academia, and the press.

2007 Winners announced continued
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      The purpose of this note is to inform you that Professor Mark Brown has been appointed interim Director 
of the Howard T. Odum Center for Wetlands. Mark has had a long association with the Center and is an 
internationally recognized expert  in  the  field.    He  is currently Director  of  the  Center  for  Environmental  
Policy  and serves as the principle  investigator  of  an  NSF  IGERT  Program  entitled  Adaptive 
Management: Wise Use of Water, Wetlands and Watersheds.
      Under the leadership of Professor Odum and the subsequent efforts of his colleagues, the Center developed 
a world class reputation for excellence in wetlands research.  Given the intense pressure on wetlands 
around the world, the Howard T. Odum Center for Wetlands is as relevant as ever. Please join me in thanking 
Mark for accepting this important and visible position.
 

Tim Anderson
Professor & Associate Dean for Research & Graduate Prgms
300 Weil Hall
P.O. Box 116550
Gainesville, Florida 32611-6550
(352)392-0946
Fax: (352) 392-9673

http://www.eng.ufl.edu
email:tim@ufl.edu
http://anderson.che.ufl.edu/

Brown as Director for Center for Wetlands
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Wetlands Back Issues Available on cd
Volumes 1 through 19 inclusive have been digitized and are now available in pdf format using Acrobat 
Reader 6.0, a copy of which is included on the diskette. All issues are keyword searchable. Prepayment by 
credit card or check (payable to Society of Wetland Scientists) is required. Price is inclusive of handling 
and postage by regular delivery: $50 for members and $150 for non-members. They are available from the 
SWS Business Office by contacting MaryLou Scarbrough. Her email is mscarbrough@burkinc.com or by 
phone at (703) 790-1745.

http://www.eng.ufl.edu
http://anderson.che.ufl.edu/
mailto:mscarbrough@burkinc.com
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Mitigation Banking Conference
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10th Anniversary Conference Addresses the “Next Decade of Banking”

Mitigation & Conservation Banking, a growing industry that unites environmental and economic practices 
to restore and enhance wetlands and other natural resources, is the topic at the 10th Anniversary Conference, 
April 10-13, 2007, in St. Louis, Mo.

Established as the only national conference that brings together key players in this industry, the Conference 
will offer quality hands-on sessions and important regulatory updates to an anticipated 400 attendees. 

Special invited guests include Jason Scott with Generation Investments, LLC, London, England who will 
speak to bankers about opportunities for investing in this green industry, and Larry Selzer, CEO of The 
Conservation Fund, Rosslyn, Virginia, who will provide an environmental review and perspective on the future 
of banking. 

The opening day lunch session offers a prestigious panel of experts who will take a look at the regulatory 
environment, mitigation banking in the courts and a more in-depth environmental outlook. And the McGeorge 
Group brings a new panel and timely discussion on where mitigation & conservation banking are headed.   

Other interactive sessions include presentations and discussions on Emerging Markets, Stream Mitigation 
Banking, Improving the MBRT (IRT) process, Urban Banks, Sold-Out Banks, Obstacles, Threats & 
Opportunities, The Business of Banking, Outside the Box Approaches to Banking, Tracking Progress & 
Conservation Banking.  

The Conference has also expanded the Stream Banking & Restoration Workshop, and will continue the Primer 
Workshop and three field trips.  

Conference sponsors are major players in banking, including The Conservation Fund, the National Mitigation 
Banking Association, and bankers Earthmark Companies: Mitigation Services Division, Environmental Banc 
& Exchange, LG2 Environmental Solutions, Loafer Creek, Marsh Resources, Parsons, Restoration Systems, 
Tetra Tech, The Wetlandsbank Group, Westervelt Ecological, and Wildlands.

Federal agency sponsors include the Federal Highway Administration, USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.   Co-sponsors include 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the Association of State Wetland Managers and the 
International Conference on Ecology and Transportation. 

For additional information, see www.mitigationbankingconference.com, e-mail cbahler@comcast.net  or call 
703. 837.9763
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Regional Delineation Manuals
The Army Corps of Engineers has implemented regional supplements to the 1987 Wetland Delineation 
Manual for Alaska and the Arid West states.  The Army Corps of Engineers has implemented these regional 
supplements to better assess the presence of wetlands using regional criteria. In these areas, the Army Corps 
of Engineers requires the use of the regional supplements instead of the 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual 
although there are mechanisms to retain use the 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual.  After a designated interim 
phase, the Army Corps of Engineers will re-evaluate the use of the regional supplements.

You can download both supplements from the Army Corps of Engineers web page, http://www.usace.army.
mil/cw/cecwo/reg/reg_supp.htm.

1-4 April 2007 
Annapolis, Maryland US 

The objective of the 10th convening of this international symposium is to reflect on Frontiers in Wetland 
Biogeochemistry. Recent years have witnessed a dramatic increase in our knowledge of microbial metabolic 
diversity that calls for revisiting the classical paradigm of resource competition in soils and sediments. 
Discoveries have come from both traditional biogeochemical studies and novel molecular studies, and they 
demonstrate the power of integrating these fields. Many recent advances have important implications for the 
management of natural and created wetland ecosystems. 

The symposium welcomes research contributions from the full range of scales (molecular to ecosystem), 
applications (basic to applied), and ecosystems (mangroves to peatlands). In addition to the symposium theme, 
sessions will cover a wide variety of current topics in wetland biogeochemistry. 

Abstract Submission Deadline: January 19, 2007
Early Registration Deadline: February 2, 2007 

For more information: 
http://www.serc.si.edu/conference/index.jsp

10th International Symposium on Wetland 
Biogeochemistry 
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GRN Press Release

MARCH 15, 2007							       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACTS:
Keith Bowers | SER International Board Chair | kbowers@biohabitats.com | 
 410.554.0156 
Mary Kay LeFevour | Executive Director, SER & GRN |  mkl@ser.org | 520.622.5485

GLOBAL RESTORATION NETWORK LAUNCHES TODAY
www.GlobalRestorationNetwork.org WILL CHANGE THE PRACTICE OF ECOLOGICAL 

RESTORATION AROUND THE WORLD---IN THREE CLICKS OR LESS

Tucson, AZ- The Society for Ecological Restoration (SER) International 
today launched the Global Restoration Network---a free, online hub for 
comprehensive information on all aspects of ecological restoration. The 
interactive website is rich with data, information, expertise and the 
latest techniques and innovations in restoration, and is freely accessible 
to anyone in the world who has an Internet connection. In three clicks or 
less, users will find the exact information they need to research, design, 
implement and improve their ecological restoration projects.

	 “The root of ecological restoration is information,” says SER 
International Board Chair Keith Bowers. “The Global Restoration Network 
is SER International’s answer to the rapid development of the science and 
practice of our comparatively young environmental field. We’ve gathered 
a massive amount of information in a few short decades, but we had been 
lagging behind in our ability to make that information accessible to one 
another. We now know quite a lot about the complex scientific, economic and 
social factors that lead to successful, sustainable restoration projects, 
and the Global Restoration Network makes that information freely available 
to everyone who needs it.”
 
	 The Global Restoration Network will improve the quality of restoration 
work worldwide with the click of a mouse. A specially designed database 
allows users to conduct efficient searches by entering specifications such 
as the type of biome (wetland, grassland, etc), region of interest, source 
of degradation, and more. The search results include annotated links to 
the most relevant literature, case studies, data sets, white papers, 
organizations, government resources and most importantly restoration 
experts. There are also areas of the Global Restoration Network that offer 
lists of potential funders; educational and volunteer opportunities; video 
and audio feeds of Restoration Radio programs and interviews with experts; 

http://www.GlobalRestorationNetwork.org
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descriptions of current and past restoration projects; thousands of 
annotated links to websites and blogs related to restoration; and a growing 
directory of experts in the restoration field. 

	 “Most professionals are vaguely aware of the impressive amount of 
restoration happening around the world, but until now there hasn’t been a 
central hub of information where practitioners, communities, businesses 
and government agencies can benefit from one another’s experience and hard 
work,” says SER International Executive Director Mary Kay LeFevour. “The 
Global Restoration Network makes it easy for everyone to find exactly the 
information they need about any type of ecosystem or restoration challenge. 
Our hope is that it will make it easier for people to create sustainable 
restorations and stop wasting time, money and energy reinventing the wheel.”

	 The Global Restoration Network has been endorsed by leaders in of the 
World Conservation Union (IUCN), the Convention on Biological Diversity; the 
Ecological Society of America, the Center for Biodiversity and Conservation 
at the American Museum of Natural History, and the International Union 
of Forest Research Organizations. (See below for excerpts of two of the 
endorsements. For the full text, visit www.globalrestorationnetwork.org ).

“The Global Restoration Network will be the source for professionals and 
students alike as the source of information on restoration,” says Nikita 
Lopoukhine, chair of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas. “IUCN 
is very excited by this contribution by [SER International] to the world of 
conservation of biodiversity.”

“The Global Restoration Network portal … provides direct access to technical 
information on ecosystem rehabilitation and restoration,” says Dr. Ahmed 
Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
“…As the world community continues its efforts to significantly reduce the 
rate of biodiversity loss, restoration science is becoming an increasingly 
important tool. The Global Restoration Network provides access to proven 
approaches and methodologies that help to avoid costly mistakes.”

Sponsors of the Global Restoration Network include The U.S. Forest Service, 
Biohabitats, Inc., Blackwell Publishing, Chevron, Temper of the Times 
Foundation, and Island Press.

For more information, visit www.GlobalRestorationNetwork.org

The mission of SER International is to promote ecological restoration as a means of sustaining 
the diversity of life on Earth and reestablishing an ecologically healthy relationship between 
nature and culture. SER was founded in 1988, by a diverse group of people  including biologists, 
ecologists, philosophers, ethicists, community activists and others and today has more than 2,000 
members worldwide and 14 independent Chapters throughout the U.S., Mexico, India, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, Australia, Canada, Europe, and Asia.  SER International supports and publishes 
research on restoring biodiversity; establishes guidelines for “best practices” in the field.	

GRN Press Release continued

http://www.globalrestorationnetwork.org
http://www.GlobalRestorationNetwork.org
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Viewpoint

The American Fisheries Society,
American Society of Mammalo-

gists, and Society for Conservation Biol-
ogy (SCB) are contemplating position
statements on the conflict between eco-
nomic growth and conservation of fish,
mammals, and biodiversity, respectively.
Similar considerations are bubbling up
in the Ecological Society of America,
Society for Range Management, and 
International Society for Ecological Eco-
nomics. Positions have already been
taken by The Wildlife Society, SCB’s
North America Section, and the US 
Society for Ecological Economics, com-
plemented by numerous position state-
ments and endorsements from non-
professional conservation organizations
and individuals.

The proponents of this movement
have overcome some high hurdles, and
the finish line beckons.What prize awaits,
not only for the proponents but also for
the conservation community at large?
The prize is a foundation of solidarity
upon which to build a new, grounded,
more socially relevant conservation
movement.

This new conservation movement
won’t dance to the seductive political
tune, cantillated from right and left,
that “there is no conflict between eco-
nomic growth and environmental pro-
tection.” This new movement goes
beyond the oxymoronic “smart growth”
to a smarter approach of development
without growth. This movement won’t
allow itself to be miscast as a “socialist”
agenda. Rather, this movement is about
clarifying—for the public, the firm, and
the policymaker—the trade-offs society
faces between increasing production
and consumption of goods and services

and protecting the environment. Clar-
ification will lead to political account-
ability, policy reform, and a more
responsible consumer ethic.

Like all good things, this new con-
servation movement won’t come easy.
Taking a position can be a daunting task;
fears abound, and sometimes the strug-
gle doesn’t seem worth it. The objectives
of this article are to uproot unwarranted
political fears and provide an overview of
how positions on economic growth may
be used. This article does not address
technical matters. Those have been ad-
dressed elsewhere and adequately enough,
for example, to empower an organiza-
tion as cautious as The Wildlife Society to
identify a “fundamental conflict between
economic growth and wildlife conserva-
tion” (Wildlife Society 2003). “Skeptical
environmentalists”and others who would
yet argue that there is no conflict should
address their objections to the burgeon-
ing literature on that conflict.

Nothing but fear itself
Having engaged the issue of economic
growth for over 10 years, I have seen
plenty of political fear. Age, experience,
and PhD studies in political science
helped me overcome my own, so it comes
with a penny of empathy, yet a pound of
chagrin, to witness the apprehension of
professional society leaders in dealing
with economic growth. Their leadership
on other issues is assured and assuring,
but faced with the issue of economic
growth, many have frozen, waffled, or
retreated. Their fear stems not from per-
sonal cowardice, but rather from an urge
to protect professional societies from un-
charted waters. It is a vague, discomfiting

fear, more like fear of the dark than of any
known creature therein.

I witnessed this type of fear con-
fronted (successfully, by and large) by
The Wildlife Society’s council during
the years leading up to its position on
economic growth, adopted in 2004. A
wary council found it difficult to identify
particular dangers, but some members
opined that our friends on Capitol Hill
would take offense, ruining hard-earned
efforts to affect legislation on traditional
fronts such as the Farm Bill. The same
breed of fear manifests in other venues,
reactive and proactive, such as when an
agency supervisor censors employees
who attempt to inform the public of the
environmental perils of economic
growth (reactive fear), or when a polit-
ical appointee disingenuously parrots
the “no conflict”rhetoric of his or her po-
litical master (proactive fear).

This fear of the dark stems from con-
fusion about the political nature of pol-
icy arenas. It is true that a civil servant,
a  political appointee, or even a profes-
sional society can suffer when a power-
ful politician is provoked. For example,
if a government biologist remonstrates
publicly about the environmental threats
posed by mining, a backlash is likely.
Politicians are beholden to corporations
because of the campaign financing prof-
fered by the latter. Spurred by the cor-
porations (mining in this case), and
operating through political appointees,

The Foundation of a New Conservation
Movement: Professional Society
Positions on Economic Growth
BRIAN CZECH

6 BioScience  •  January 2007 / Vol. 57 No. 1 www.biosciencemag.org

Brian Czech (e-mail:

brianczech@steadystate.org) is president of the

Center for the Advancement of the Steady State

Economy (www.steadystate.org), 5101 South

11th Street, Arlington, VA 22204.

Editor’s Note: The following article is reprinted with permission and appeared in the January 2007 issue of BioScience. Our thanks 
to BioScience for extending us this courtesy.
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the politician may go after the principled
but audacious employee.

The employee will be somewhat pro-
tected if a professional society has also
taken a stand on the issue. Yet if the 
industry is powerful enough, and its prof-
its are directly threatened by the profes-
sional society’s stance, it may attack the
society as well. For the politician to par-
ticipate in retaliation, the threat to in-
dustry must be not only direct but
substantial, because the votes of an entire
organization are prized. This is special 
interest politics at its most basic. There are
other types of public policy scenarios
with different dynamics, however, and
economic growth is one of them.

Political scientists characterize public
policy dynamics by the costs and bene-
fits to the relevant parties. The economic
growth policy arena is a classic example
of a “diffused-costs, diffused-benefits”
policy arena. The costs to industry of
professional society position statements
on economic growth are too diffused to
warrant a response by any particular cor-
poration, much less concerted retalia-
tion. Weyerhaeuser, Monsanto, and
Exxon must deal continually with issues
of concentrated costs, such as spotted
owls, pesticide restrictions, and oil spills.
Positions on economic growth won’t mo-
tivate or mobilize them.

This is not to say there will be utter si-
lence among the corporately funded
think tanks. The Competitive Enterprise
Institute, American Enterprise Institute,
and Cato Institute are among the ex-
pected respondents. There will most likely
be rhetoric about a dematerialized “in-
formation economy,” fond references to
Julian Simon and Bjørn Lomborg, and
accusations of tree hugging and crying
wolf on our part. Except within extremely
biased circles, however, such rhetoric will
fail, because the constituents of profes-
sional scientific societies are decidedly
not an assemblage of tree huggers who
cry wolf.

The closest thing to crying wolf occurs
when purported perils in a policy arena
are bemoaned by those who have never
ventured inside it. If Franklin D. Roose-
velt were alive, he could hardly find a

more apt context for his maxim “The
only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”
The fact that several professional societies
with positions on economic growth are
still alive and well should help assuage
other professional societies.

What do we do with positions 
on economic growth?
Another unwarranted fear is that pro-
fessional societies will be deemed “ad-
vocacy organizations” simply by taking
positions on economic growth. The posi-
tion taken by a professional society is 
designed to clarify the scientific evidence
about an issue relevant to public policy.
It may go so far as identifying alternative
policy goals (e.g., the steady-state econ-
omy) and even policy tools (e.g., fiscal
and monetary policies). Clarifying science
and identifying policy alternatives are a
far cry from advocacy.

Granted, for a professional society
position statement to be effective, some-
one somewhere may have to advocate
some policy reform. Many conservation
organizations live for such opportuni-
ties. Friends of the Earth, for example, is
no stranger to advocating, and success-
fully. But success is never guaranteed.
In the early 1970s, Friends of the Earth
undertook an educational campaign on
the environmental perils of economic
growth. It began auspiciously, with cov-
erage in U.S. News and World Report, but
ultimately the campaign blew away in
the political winds. Now imagine if
Friends of the Earth, advocatory reputa-
tion and all, had also had position state-
ments from the professional natural
resource societies in hand. Brent Black-
welder, president of Friends of the Earth
then and now, believes it would have
made a tremendous difference, and still
would today.

Imagine further the effects of such a
campaign undertaken by a number of
organizations such as the World Wildlife
Fund, Sierra Club, American Rivers, and
many others big and small, national and
international in scope. This is how a
conservation movement grows to adult-
hood. However, for a good chance in
life, this particular movement must be

borne of the professional society position
statement.

The educational campaign is by no
means the only use for a position state-
ment. Opportunities abound in political
economy. Who would have thought the
Supreme Court of the United States
would afford us one of the greatest
opportunities in history to educate the
public and policymakers on the conflict
between economic growth and environ-
mental protection? Yet that is precisely
what happened in 2005 when the Court
based its landmark decision in Kelo v.
New London on its belief that economic
growth is a “public purpose.”Kelo opened
a window of opportunity for an amicus
brief by the likes of, for example, the Nat-
ural Resources Defense Council, illumi-
nating the public purposes (including
environmental protection) eroded by
economic growth. However, such a brief
would have been dead in the water with-
out the scientific moorings of the pro-
fessional societies, which were lacking.
The brief was never written.

Indeed, a collective position on eco-
nomic growth by the professional natural
resources societies will empower reform
in virtually every relevant venue. Letters
to editors, university curricula, govern-
ment agency briefings, congressional tes-
timony, academic symposia, town hall
meetings, books, political platforms,
political campaigns—the sky is the limit.
Ultimately, the United States and the
global community will acknowledge the
fundamental conflict between economic
growth and environmental protection.
Only then will policy be formulated 
accordingly, and only then will we truly
have environmental protection for the
sake of biodiversity, human health, and
posterity’s economic security.

Reference cited
The Wildlife Society. 2003. The Relationship of

Economic Growth to Wildlife Conservation.

Bethesda (MD): The Wildlife Society. Wildlife

Society Technical Review 03-1.

doi:10.1641/B570102
Include this information when citing this material.
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City: _____________________________________ State/Country: __________ Zip/Postal Code: ________________________

Business Phone: _______________________________________ FAX: _______________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________ Home Phone: ________________________________________

Referring Member: ____________________________________ Dues prices valid October 1, 2006 through September 30, 2007

TABLE OF MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS - ANNUAL DUES (JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 2007)
Choose a membership type and one of the journal options. All amounts are in US dollars.

SSSSSociety of ociety of ociety of ociety of ociety of WWWWWetland Scientists etland Scientists etland Scientists etland Scientists etland Scientists 2007 Membership Application
1313 Dolley Madison Blvd, Suite 402, McLean, VA  22101

703-790-1745; Fax: 703-790-2672, Web Site: www.sws.org/Email: SWS@BurkInc.com

EXPERIENCE: (You may choose a maximum of 5)
(01) Applied Ecology
(02) Creation
(03) Delineation
(04) Ecology
(05) Education
(06) Functional Assessment
(07) Hydrology
(08) Inventory

(09) Landscape Ecology
(10) Plants
(11) Policy
(12) Regulation
(13) Remote Sensing/Mapping
(14) Economics
(15) Resource Management

EMPLOYMENT: (Choose 1)
(01) Federal Government
(02) Industrial
(03) Private/Non Profit
(04) State Government
(05) Consulting
(06) University/Research
(07) Local Government
(08) Private
(09) Student
(10) Other:______________

ENDOWMENT AND AWARD FUND CONTRIBUTIONS See descriptions of contributions on next page

PAYMENT OPTIONS       TOTAL PAYMENT $_______________
Mail Check Payment to: SWS, 1313 Dolley Madison Blvd., Suite 402, McLean, VA  22101

or Fax to:  703-790-2672   VISA   MasterCard   American Express

Card Number: _______________________________________________________________ Exp. Date: __________________

Credit Card Billing Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

Cardholder Name: ____________________________________ Signature: ___________________________________________
All payments must be made in US dollars, Drawn on US Banks.  US Postal Money Orders, US Travelers Checks, American Express MasterCard, & Visa will
also be accepted.

1 See list of qualifying countries on next page.

2 Members from developing countries making
over $40,000 per year should use the dues struc-
ture for Active members.
3 For 2007 only. The cost for both electronic and
paper versions of the journal are being deter-
mined for lifetime memberships.

CHAPTER DUES ONE CHAPTER IS COMPLIMENTARY WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP; each additional chapter is $4.00
 Alaska USA
 Asia
 Australasia
 Canada
 Central (MO, KS) USA
 Colombia
 European
 International

 Mid Atlantic (DE, MD, NJ, NY, PA, DC) USA
 New England (ME, NH, VT, CT, MA, RI) USA
 North Central (IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, NE, ND, OH, SD, WI) USA
 Pacific Northwest (ID, OR, WA) USA
 Rocky Mountain (CO, MT, UT, WY, NM) USA
 South Atlantic (FL, GA, NC, SC, VA, WV, PR, VI) USA
 South Central (AL, AR, KY, LA, MS, OK, TN, TX) USA
Western (AZ, CA, HI, NV, Pacific Trust Territories) USA

 Hudson Seymour-Allan Endowment Fund $______
 Founders International Endowment Fund $______
 SWS Awards Fund $______

 Student Scholarship Fund $______
 Developing Country Membership Sponsorship $______

     ($30 supports one membership & electronic journal)

(16) Restoration
(17) Societal Values
(18) Soils
(19) Training
(20) Water Quality
(21) Wildlife Ecology
(22) Other:_________

Students: Indicate your Student
Association (if applicable)

____________________
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SWS DUES NOTICE REGARDING CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
SWS is a non-profit organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  As such, all contributions to the organiza-

tion are deductible as a charitable contribution to the extent that the amount contributed exceeds the fair market value of goods and ser-
vices provided to the contributor. Membership dues and costs of journal subscriptions are set at fair market price.

SWS ENDOWMENT PROGRAM
The Endowment Funds help to maintain SWS activities and to support and reward SWS members.  All donations are Tax Deduct-

ible. Information on how the funds are distributed can be found on the SWS website (www.sws.org).

DEVELOPING COUNTRY MEMBERSHIP SPONSORSHIP
Members from developing countries who are unable to pay dues and the fees for the journal can apply for support.  Donations

under the Developing Country Membership Sponsorship support this program.  See website for details www.sws.org.

FOUNDERS INTERNATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND
This endowment is used to advance international activities in the field of wetland science and management.

HUDSON SEYMOUR-ALLAN ENDOWMENT FUND
The endowment is used to support and enhance the Society’s journal WETLANDS.  This endowment is dedicated to the memory

of William (Bill) Ellis Hudson and Jeanne Seymour-Allan Hudson, who shared their lives along one of Nation’s largest wetland resource,
the Mississippi River.

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The Student Scholarship Fund provides grants annually to support wetland research by students.  Research proposals compete for

funding through a peer-review process.

SWS AWARDS FUNDS
This endowment was established to support the SWS Awards Program that honors excellence in wetland science and service to wet-

land science and management.  The following awards are supported by this fund:

• SWS SERVICE AWARD: Awarded to a member who has made significant contributions by serving the Society and its
members by promoting the goals of the Society in efforts that extend above and beyond their duties as teachers, researchers, con-
sultants, and administrators.

• SWS INTERNATIONAL FELLOW AWARD: Awarded to an internationally outstanding wetland scientist for dis-
tinguished contributions to the field of wetland science and for fostering the aims of SWS within their own country and else-
where.

• SWS INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AWARD: Awarded to provide financial assistance to wetland scientist, disadvan-
taged through regional economic conditions, to enhance their participation in Society activities.

• SWS LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: Awarded to an individual in honor of a distinguished and extensive
career of consistent meritorious Contribution to wetland science.  This award is given for specific accomplishments in any field of
wetland science and management.

• BEST STUDENT PAPER AND POSTER AWARDS: Awarded for the best student paper and the best student poster
presented at the annual meeting of SWS.

PLEASE CONSIDER A DONATION TO THE SWS ENDOWMENT AND AWARD FUNDS!  THEY  SUPPORT
IMPORTANT SOCIETY ACTIVITIES  AND CAN GROW ONLY THROUGH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

The SWS is a non-profit organization founded in 1980 to promote wetland science and the exchange of information related to
wetlands.   The Society continues to grow with members from most states and provinces in the U.S., Canada, Mexico and many other
countries. The Society holds an annual meeting for the presentation of scientific and technical information and for field trips to local wetlands,
and supports student research on wetlands.

Membership in the SWS includes four issues per calender year (Jan.-Dec.) of the journal Wetlands (optional), SWS Bulletin (online),
regional chapter newsletters, discounted registration at the annual conference and voting privileges. Membership questions can be di-
rected to the above address. Visit the SWS website at http://www.sws.org to learn more about the SWS and wetland-related activities.

SSSSSociety of ociety of ociety of ociety of ociety of WWWWWetland Scientistsetland Scientistsetland Scientistsetland Scientistsetland Scientists
703-790-1745; Fax: 703-790-2672, Web Site: www.sws.org/Email: SWS@BurkInc.com


